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OPENING OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

By JOHN

McELROY.

CHAPTER XXXVIIL

THE LOWER MISSISSIPPIL.

Gen. Banks Supersedes Gen. Butler—In-
structiomn to Push Up the River—He
Meets with Umexpected Troubles—Dis-
creditable Disaster at Galveston—Fnar-
ragut Again Passes the Batteries at
Port Hudson.

Our account of the co-operation of
the forces at New Orleans in opening
the Mississippl halted with the decisive
victory at Baton Bouge of Gen. Thes.
8. Williams's Brigade over Gen. John
C. Breckinridge's Division Aug. 5, 1862.
In that engagement Gen. Williams was
killed, but his men drove off Breckin-
ridge’'s troops, after a sharp fight in
the open field, inflicting a heavy loss
upon them. The  -Unjon gunboats at-
tacked the dreaded ram Arkansas,
which had played such havoce with Por-
ter’s flotilla, and her commander blew
her up to avoid capture.

In his retreat Breckinridge marched
to Port Hudson, or Hickey's Landing,
about 30 miles above Baton Rouge, 150
above New Orleans, and 250 below
Vicksburg. There the bluffs which
centinue all the way down from Vicks-
burg are still 40 feet above the river,
though they sink down iInto an ele-
vated tableland at Baton Rouge.

Though Port Hudson was an insig-
nificant village in point of population,
it had much commercial importance,
since it was the terminus of a short
railroad running into the country, and
every year shipped about 30,000 bales
of cotton and 2,000 hogsheads of su-
gar from the surrounding plantations.

Breckinridge immediately began the
fortification of the biuffs to protect the
mouth of the Red River against the
Union fleet, and secure that great route
of supplies from the fertile and well-
cultivated Louisiana country.

The Red River made Port Hudson
of equal importance to Vicksburg. The
Red River was the great highway of
communication with that portion of the
Southern Confederacy lying west of the
Mississippi. With the Government in
possession of the mouth of the Missis-
sippi and all the river north of Vicks-
burg, the rebels could only get men and
supplies from Louisiana, Texas and Ar-
kansas by way of the Red River.

By Aug. 19, Breckinridge had several
heavy batteries nearing completion,
and leaving a portion of his command
under Gen. Ruggles to garrison the
place, he rejoined Van Dorn at Jack-
son with the rest.

The Union forces at Baton Rouge
were far too weak to pursue him, or
interfere In the least with his opera-
tions. In fact, they were far toe weak
to hold such an advanced position. The
little army which Gen. Butler had
brought with him had been greatly re-
duced by the translation of the young
volunteers from the healthy highlands
of New England to the malarious del-
ta of the Mississippi, and no reinforce-
ments had been sent. The Government
was too hardly pressed for men in front
of Washington to have any to spare for
Butler. Therefore, Gen. Butler or-
dered Col. Paine, 4th Wis,, who had
succeeded to the command of the bri-
gade, to burn the town and the State
House, and retire with his whole force
to New Orleans. The charitable insti-
tutions, the State Library, paintings
and statuary were to be spared, with
the books, paintings and statuary to
be boxed up and sent to New Or-
leans. There was a fine statue of
George Washington, which Butler was
enxious to spare and =save from the
hands of the rebels. Paine protested
against the order to burn the town, and
had it modified so as to burn only the
arsenal and other buildings of use to
the Confederates. The statue of Wash-
ington, the books and ‘the paintings,
except a portrait of James Buchanan,
which was left hanging in the State
House for the edification of his friends,
were brought off, and Aug. 20, 1862,
Paine left Baton Rouge and brought
his command Into the lines at Carrol-
ton above New Orleans.

Banks Superaedes Butler.

By orders issued Nov. 9, 1862, Gen.
N. P. Banks was directed to supersede
Butler in command of the Department
of the Gulf. His instructions laid spe-
cial stress on the importance of mov-
ing up at once to open the Mississippl.
Gen. Banks, whose name was to be
coupled with the most unfortunate ca-
rcer in the field, became a standing il-
lustration of the unwisdom of pre-
suming that a successful politician can
be equally fortunate in the command
of troops. As a politician, purely,
Banks was, at the outbreak of the war,
probably the foremost one in the coun-
try. He had been born of poor par-
ents In Massachusetts, and set to work
as soon as he was able to earn any-
thing to help support the family. He
worked awhile in a cotton factory and
then learned the machinist trade, but
devoted all the time that he could se-
cure to study and to cultivating his or-
atorical talents. He became a favorite
lecturer on temperance and a speaker
at political meetings and other gather-
ings. He was admilted to the Bar, and
in 1848 elected to the House of Repre-
sentatives of Mas<achusetis. In  his
second term the Free Soil Whigs and
Democrats made a coalition by which
he was elected Speaker of the House
and the rule of the old Whigs in Mas-
gachusetts forever broken. The follow-
ing year he was elected Representative
to Congress, and while there left the
Demoeratic Party and became the can-
didate of the Know-Nothing and Re-
publican Parties, which re-clected him.
He then went over entirely to the Re-
publican Party, and was put forward
as the Republican candidate for
Speaker at the organization of Congress
in December, 1855. The struggle was
long and bitter, as it foresnadowed the
opening of the war, but Banks was
finally elected on the 133d ballot by a
emall plurality. He was again elected
to Congress, but became the candidate
of the Know-Nothing and Republican
Purties for Governor of Massachusetts,
to which office he was elected in 1857,
and re-elected fn 1858 and 1859. In
1860 he succeeded Capt. George B.
McClellan as President of the 1llinois
Central Railroad. President Lincoln at
once selected him for one of the Ma-
Jor-Generals of Volunteers for the
army which had been called for, and
he was the second commissioned as
such, the first being Ex-Secretary John
A. Dix, of New York, and the third
Benjamin F. Butler, of Massachusetts,
This high rank was afterward some-
thing of an embarrassment to the Gov-
ernment, as he could not be employed
under any other Major-General of Vol-
unteers except Dix, and was ranked
until Grant became a Lieutenant-Gen-
eral, only by such Major-Generals of
the Regular Army as Winfield Scott,
George B. McClellan and John C. Fre-
mont.

of 1862 he was fn command In
the Shenandoah Valley, and it was ex-
pected that he would aceomplish great
things by clearing out that Valley to
Lynchburg and co-operating with Mec-
Clellan's army advancing against Rich-
mond from the Peninsula. Unfortun-
ately there were several other inde-
pendent commanders in that field of
operations, and each one of them was
conducting a campaign according to
his own ideas, while Gen. Banks drew
out his forces In a long, thin line from
Harper's Ferry to Harrisonburg. All
this was a direct invitation to attack,
and the invitation was promptly ac-
cepted by Stonewall Jackson, who
moving from a central position, attack-
ed one of these diverging columns af-
ter another, checking them from com-
bining, and striking Banks's thin line
threw his whole army back to Harper's
Ferry in a rapid retreat with immense
losses of stores. Banks had an abund-

MAGRUDER'S MEN

ance of courage and enterprise, though
these qualities were not directed with
much military skill or a comprehen-
sive view of the situation. In Gen.
Pope's operations Gen. Banks fought a
brilliant little battle, Aug. 9, at Cedar
Mountain, where, though Stonewall
Jackson's forces were at least double
those of Banks's, Banks attacked Jack-
son’s right, commanded by Gen. Ewell,
with such impetuousity that he turned
Jackson's flank and threw his whole
line into confusion. Stonewall Jack-
son himself bears full testimony to the
spirit and courage with which Banks's
troops had attacked him, throwing two
or three of his brigades into the great-
est confusion. By bringing up fresh
troops Jackson was able to check
Banks and finally to force him a little
ways back. Jackson himself, though,
was 80 Impressed by the vigor of the
blow that he retreated to Gordonaville.
This was some slight satisfaction for
the blows which Jackson had inflicted
upon Banks's column in the Valley.
When the army fell back to Wash-
ington Gen.. Banks was placed in com-
mand of the defenses of the city, where
he remained until ordered to super-
sede Butler. It is said that this as-
signment was wholly unexpected by
Banks, and certainly wunsolicited by
him. The offer came directly from the
Presidént, and was a surprise. He was
told that there would be sent with him,
under Gen. Emory, troops from Balti-
more and elsewhere, which were al-
ready gathering on the transports at
Fort Monroe, while an additional force
of 10,000 men would be sent from Bos-
ton and New York as soon as possible,
It was expected that these troops would
meet somewhere between Vicksburg
and Port Hudson with the force that
McClernand was to lead down the
Mississippl. It will be remembered
that about the same time Gen. McCler-
nand had succeeded in getting an or-
der from the President to proceed to
the West and raise in Illinois, Indiana,
Wisconsin and Iowa new regiments to
form an army for opening the Missis-
sippi.
Sailing of the Expedition.

In all, including the eight regiments
under Emory, there were 39 regiments
of infantry, six batteries of artillery and
one battalion of cavalry sent to rein-
force the army at New Orleans. Of
these 21 regiments of infantry were en-
listed for nine months. To transport
this force so great a distance required
an immense fleet, which was called into
being by the genius of Commodore Van-
derbilt, who, as he said, “laid hands
upon everything that could float or
eleam.” In the judgment of many of
the luckless passengers on board some
of thesg vessels could neither float nor
steam. Each vessel before belng put
In commission was carefully inspected
by a board of officers, and it was ex-
pected that each should carry, in addi-
tion to the troops and their officers, an
officer of the Inspector-General's De-
partment and a Quartermaster. These
were very necessary precautions, as it
appeared later. Necessarily many of
the vessels were unsuited to the long
voyage, and were only gotten through
safely by the utmost care and great
exertion, As each vessel was loaded
she was sent to sea with sealed orders
directing her master and the command-
ing officer of the troops to make the
best of their way to Ship Island and
there wait further orders. At the same
time Gen. Emory's force, embarking
at Hampton Roads, set out under the
convoy of the man-of-war Augusta for
the same destination. The convoy was
quite necessary, because the noted
Semmes, in command of the Alabama,

/as hovering about the coast. Semmes
had been informed that the expedition
was intended for Galveston, and would
probably be there about the miiddle of
January, when he planned to slip in
upon them In the middle of the night
and rapidly sink the transports laden
with froops. He actually did go to
Galveston on the 13th of January, but
only succeeded in destroying the poor
old Haltteras, The slowest transports
could only make gbout five miles ap
hour, and these were sent off first, with
the faster ships following. Gen. Banks
koisted his flag on the North Star and
sailed from New York Dec. 4, arriving
on the morning of Dec. 13 at ShipIsland,
where he was greeted by a magnificent
spectacle of the rest of his fleet lying
at anchor. The next day, with flags
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with their load of soldlers, the fleet

—

passed In majestic parade Into the
mouth of the Mississippi and up that
stream. The people crowded along the
banks to see the finest pageant which
had ever {illuminated the horizon of
that region.

Dec. 15 Banks took command of the
Department of the Gulf, and issued
formal orders to that effect Dec. 17.
Banks's orders were to go up the Mis-
sissippi, open the river, and co-operate
with McClernand’'s expedition agailnst
Vicksburg. Halleck had written him:

““As the ranking General of the
Southwest you are authorized to assume
control of any military forces from the
upper Mississippi which may come
within your command. The line of the
division between your Department and
that of Maj.-Gen. Grant is, therefore,
left undecided for the present, and you
will exercise superior authority as far
north as you may ascend the river. The
President regards the opening of the
Mississippi River as the first and most
important of all our military and naval
operations, and it is hoped that you
will not lose a moment in accomplish-
ing it."

RHeeoceupnation of Baton Rouge.

In pursuance of these orders Banks
sent Grover's Division forward at once
under the convoy of the warships to re-
occupy Baton Rouge. The Confeder-
ates, who were in small force, fell back
before the Union troops, and Gen. Au-
gur, who came up and assumed com-
mand, completed the fortifications
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fiving, bands playing and the decks blue

around the place, and assembled there

LANE"” AT GALVESTON.
in all 12 regiments, three batteries and
two cavalry troops. At that time, Dec.
17, Port Hudson was garrisoned by over
12,000 effectives, under the command
of Brig.-Gen, Willilam N. R. Beall, who
was superseded Dec, 28 by Maj.-Gen.
Frank Gardner. When Gen. Banks got
his forces together he found that he
had available for any operations which
did not uncover New Orleans about
15,000 effectives. These were not suf-
flcient to overcome the garrison at Port
Hudson, which had been increased to
16,000 men, and certainly not to ad-
vance against the 80,000 that was
known to be under Lieut.-Gen. Pember-
ton's command in Mississippi. Banke's
only hope was that the army coming
down the river should give Pemberton
80 much employment as to compel him
to deplete the garrison at Port Hudson.
Then Banks might, after taking that
place, advance and make a very dis-
turbing flank or rear attack upon Pem-
berton while the latter had all that he
could do to keep Grant in check. To
do this required quicker and more cer-
taln communication than could be
maintained between the columns com-
ing down and advancing up the river.
The only way that they could ascer-
tain anything of each other’s move-
ments was by telegrams sent by sea to
the first telegraph office at Fort Mon-
roe or by steamboat up the river from
Milliken's Bend to Memphis. The two
columns were at least 300 miles apart
and separated by a country of the most
unusual difficulties, Any messengers
passing between them would probably
have to make a journey of 1,000 miles
or more fo cover the 300 miles of dis-
tance.

Gen, Bherman had looked for some
sort of co-operation from Banks when
he made his expedition to Chickasaw
Bayou the last of December, and had
walited several days after his repulse
in expectation of hearing something

GEN, BANKS.

from the lower column. No word came,
and then Sherman, not wishing to be
idle, started off on the Arkansas Post
expedition.

Organization of the Nineteenth Corps.

By orders from the War Department,
dated Dec. 14, 1862, all the forces in
the Department of the Gulf were desig-
nated as the Nineteenth Corps, and
Banks was appointed by the President
commander of the corps. Banks pro-
ceeded to give the troops he Intended
for the field a corps organization as
follows:

First Divislon—Maj.-Gen. Christopher C.
Augur.

First Brigade, Col. Edward P. Chap-
in.—116th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. John Hig-
gins; 21st Me,, Col. Elijah D. Johnson:
45th Mass, Col. Eben F. Stone; 49th
Mass, Col. William F. Bartlett.

Second Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Godfrey
Weitzel.—8th Vt,, Col. Stephen Thom-
as; 75th N. Y., Col. Robert B. Merritt;
160th N. Y., Col. Charles C. Dwight;
12th Conn., Col. Ledyard Colburn;
Lieut.-Col. Frank H. Peck; 114th N.
Y., Col. Elisha B. Smith.

Third Brigade, Col. Nathan A. M.
Dudley,—30th Mass.,, Lieut.-Col. Wil-
liam W. Bullock: 2d La., Col. Charles
J. Paine; b60th Mass.,, Col. Carlos P.
Messer; 161st N. Y., Col. Gabriel T.

Harrower; 174th N. Y., Col. Theodore
W. Parmeles i :

Artillery.—1st Me., Capt. Albert W.
Bradbury, Lieut. John E. Morton; 6th
Mass, Capt. Willlam W. Carruth, Lieut.
John F. Phelps; A, ist U. S, Capt. E.
C. Bainbridge.

Second Division—Brig.-Gien. T. W. Sher-
man,

First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Neal Dow.
—~6th Mich.,, Col. Thomas B. Clark;
128th N. Y., Col. David 8. Cowles; 26th
Conn., Col. Thomas G. Kingsley; 16th
N. H, Col. John W. Kingman.

Second Brigade, Col, Alpha B. Farr.

—26th Mass.,, Lieut.-Col. Joseph A.
Sawtell; 9th Conn., Col. Thomas W.
Cahill; 47th Mass., Col. Lucius B.

Marsh; 42d Mass., Lieut.-Col. Joseph
Stedman; 28th Me.,, Col. Ephralm W.
Woodman. A

Third Brigade, Col. Frank 8. Nick-
erson.—14th Me., Lieut.-Cel. Thomas
W. Porter; 177th N. ¥., Col Ira W.
Ainsworth; 165th N. Y., Lieut.-Col.
Abel Smith, Jr.; 24th Me., €ol. George
M. Atwood.

Artillery.—18th N. Y., Capt. Albert
G. Mark; G, 5th U, 8., Lieut. Jacob B.

Rawles; 1st Vt.,, Capt. George T. He-
bard.
Third Divisien—Brig.-Gen. William Ji.

Emery.

First Brigade, Col. Timothy Ingra-
ham.—38th Mass.; 162d N. Y., Col
Lewlis Benedict; 110th N. Y., Col. Clin-
ton H. Sage; 16th N. H., Col. James
Fike; 4th Mass.,, Col. Henry Walker.

Second Brigade, Col. Halbert E.
Paine.—4th Wis.,, Lieut.-Col. Sidney A.
Bean; 133d N. Y., Col. Leonard D, H.
Currie; 173d N. Y., Col. Lewis M. Peck;
8th N. H., Col. Hawkes Fearing, Jr.

Third Brigade, Col. Oliver P. Good-
ing.—31st Mass., Lieut.-Col. W. S. B.
Hopkins; 38th Mass., Lieut.-Col., Wil-
liam L. Rodman; 156thh N. Y., Col. Ja-
cob Sharpe; 175th N. Y., Col. Michael

K. Bryan; 53d Mass., Col. John W.
Kimball.
Artillery.—4th Mass.,, Capt. George

G. Trull; F, 1st U. 8, Capt. Richard
C. Duryea; 24 Vt., Capt. Pythagoras E.
Holcomb.

Fourth Division—Drig.-Gen. Cuvier Gro-

ver,
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. William
Dwight, Jr.—6th N. Y, Col. Willlam
Wilson; 91st, Lieut.-Col. Nicholas W.

Day; 22d Me., Col. Simon G. Jerrard;
1st La., Col. Richard E. Holcomb,
Second Brigade, Col. William K.
Kimball—12th Me., Lieut.-Col. Edward
Illsley; 41st Mass., Col. Thomas E.
Chickering; 52d Mass.,, Col. Halbert S.
Greenleaf;, 24th Conn., Cel. Samuel M.

Mansfield. ¢
Third Brigade, Col. Henry W. Birge.
—326th Conn., Col, George P. Bis-

sell; 26th Me., Col. Nathaniel H. Hub-
bard: 159th N. Y., Col. Edward L. Mol-
ineux; 13th Conn., Lieut.-Col. Alexan-
der Warner.

Artillery.—2d Mass., Capt. Armand
F. Nims; L, 1st U, 8., Capt. Henry W.
Closson; C, 24 U. S, Lieut. John I.
Rodgers.

Outside of the Divisions.

1st La. Native Guards, Col. Spencer
H. Stafford; 24 La. Native Guards, Col.
Nathan W, Daniels; 8d La. Native
Guards, Col. John A. Nelson; 4th La.
Native Guards, Col. Charles W. Drew;
13th Me., Col. Henry Rust, Jr.; 23d
Conn., Col. Charles; *E., L. Holmes;
176th N. Y., Col. Cha C. Nott; 80th
N. Y., Col. Joseph 8. M n;: 47th Pa.,
Col. Tilghman H. Good; 28th Conn,,
Col, Bamuel P. Ferris; 15th Me,, Col.
Isaac Dyer; Tth Vt., Col. Willilam C.
Holbrook.

Artillery.—H, 24 U. 8, Capt. Frank
H. Learned; K, 24 U. 8., Cipt. Harvey
A. Allen; 1st Ind. Heavy, Col. John A.
Keith; 12th Mass.,, Lieut, Edwin M.
Chamberlin; B, Ist La. N. G. Heavy,
Capt. Loren Rygaard; 13th Mass,
Capt. Charles H. J. Hamlen; 21st N.
Y., Capt. James Barnes; 26th N. Y.,
Capt. John A. Grow; 26th N. Y., Capt.
George W. Fox.

Cavalry.—1st La., C and B, Capt. J.
F. Godfrey; 1st La., A and B, Capt.
Henry F. Williamson; 2d R. 1. Battal-
lion, Lieut.-Col. A. W. Corliss; 2d
Mass. Cav. Battalion, A, Capt. S. Ty-
ler Read; B, Capt. James M. Magee;
C, Capt. Jonathan E. Cowan, Lieut. So-
lon A. Perkins; 14th N. Y. Cav., Col
Thaddeus P. Mott; 1Ist Tex., Col. Ed-
mund J. Davis.

Banks's Troubles.

Gen. Banks had troubles of his own
to occupy his mind during that gloomy
Winter, while Grant and his army were
floundering in the swamps of the Ya-
zoo and Tensas, and meeting defeat af-
ter defeat in their attempts to reach
the firm, high ground in the rear of
Vicksburg.

The Administration was still pursu-
ing the delusion that the majority of
the Southern people were at heart
Unionists, and would, as soon as they
were freed from the military pressure,
assert their affection for the Old Flag.
This was strongly alleged with regard
to the Texans, who had only been
dragged into rebellion with great diffi-
culty and against the firm opposition
of Gov. SBam Houston, who had behind
him what seemed to be a majority of
the Texans. Age had dimned the
wonderful force and aggressiveness of
Houston, so that he could no longer
take the leadership, which fell to A.
J. Hamilton, a man of great courage
and abllity and a firm supporter of the
Union. He had been born in Alabama,
but had lived in Texas for many years,
and was active in resisiing the schemes
of the Secessionists, He raised sev-
eral companies of loyal troops, which
afterward became the Jst and 24 Tex.
Cayv., received a commission from Pres-
fdent Lincoln as Brigadier-General,
and then was appointed Military Gov-
ernor of Texas. It was hoped that as
soon as the Governor galned a foot-
hold In Texas he would set up a Pro-
visional Government th:re and the loy-
al Texans would rally to its support.
Galveston, then the principal city of
Texas, contained many Union men, and
it was proposed to make a beginning
there. The Navy captured Galveston
in October, but had no men to occupy
the place, and Gov. Hamilton impor-
tuned Gen. Banks to =end troops to
take possession of the city, when Ham-
ilton would open up a recruiting sta-
tion and get volunteers sufficient to
maintain thelr hold upon the city and
start a counter-reyolution in Texas,
Gen. Banks ordered Cal Burrell, of
the 424 Mass., a 'newly ralsed nine
months regiment, to take¢ three com-
panies of his regiment io Calveston and
occupy the place. “This was an absurd-
ly Inadequate force for the work, even
if it had not been entirely new and
inexperienced, with-offivers and soldiers
who had never heard a gun fired in
anger. Col Burrell ~ith his three
companies landed on Kuhn's Wharf at
Galveston on the morning of Dec. 25,
hoisted the regimental flag, and barri-
caded the approaches, Kuhn's Wharf
was at the end of a long causeway ex-
tending out over the, bay some two
miles from Galveston, and could have
been made easily defensible by destroy-
ing the causeway, but this did-not oc-

rcur—~to -these uliseasoncd—officers. The

blockading squadron off on at
that time consisted of siX little make-
shift gunboats verted*from mer-
Chbnt vessolsr “Mhese wer® the West-
fleld,  Clifton, Harriet , Owasco,
Coryphaens and hem. e latter
was disabled, and the arriet Lane
had formerly been a revenue cutter.

They were under Commander William
(Continued gn sixthi va
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In dealing with the operations of
Gen. Pope in Virginia I shall not eriti-
cise the strategetic or military move-
ments connected therewith, but simply
give the truthful narrative of a par-
ticipant, alming te give my full experi-
ence in one of the most desperately-
contested campaigns of the great re-
bellion. It was a campaign which was
all fought out between the 6th of
August, 1862, and the 2d of September,
1662—Iless than a month of bloody bat-
tles. Tt was pregnant with human en-
durance and personal heroism, here
and there marred by failure and disas-
ter. To use the language of Maj. Rich-
ard Dodson, of Stuart's Confederate Ar-
tillery:

“The record of no portion of the war
is more honorable to the soldiers of
both sides than that comprised between
the 9th and 30th of August, 1862, in
northern Virginia. It was a period of
almost ceaseless marching and fight-
ing, a period which tested the pluck
and endurance of the men on both
sides to a degree rarely equaled and
never surpassed.”

Hartsufl’s Brigade.

The brigade to which I belonged con-
sisted of the 12th and 13th Mass., 9th
N. Y. N. G. (83d Vols.), and the 11th
Pa., and was the Third Brigade, Sec-
ond Division, First Corps. Gen. Geo.
L. Hartsuff commanded the brigade,
Gen. J. B. Ricketts the division and
Maj.-Gen, Irvin McDowell the corps.

On the 224 of July, 1862, our division
moved fromn Warrenton to Waterloo, on
the Luray pike, where the road Inter-
scets the Upper Rappahannock. Water-
loo was the site of an extensive woolen
mill, manufacturing large quantities of
cloth for the Southern army. The es-
tablishment was destroyed by Gen.
Banks, because the proprietor, who
claimed to be an English subject, in-
sisted upon prosecuting his contraband
trade. The bare and crumbling walls
of the mill alone remained.

While stationed here the time was
chiefly employed in brigade drill and
picket duty. Our camp was beautiful-
Iy located in a large meadow in close
proximity to springs of excellent cold
walter.

On the night of the 28th of July,

|Shedrow, a member of Co. C, 11th Pa.,

died in the brigade hospital. On the
fellowing day preparations were made
for sending the sick to the rear, in view
of the. speedy opening of an active
campaign. A heavy force of the- ene-
my was then approaching the Rapidan,
evidently with the intention of striking
Pope’'s advanece before reinforcements
could reach us from McClellan's army,
already leaving the Peninsula - from
Harrison's Landing.

The Army of Virginia,

Gen. Pope was appointed to the com-
mand of the Army of Virginia, July
22, 1862. This army was a consolida-
tion of the forces under Gens. Fremont,
Banks and McDowell, and numbered
altogether 49,000 men of all arms.

On the 29th of July Gen. Pope left
Washington and proceeded to the front.
On the 1st of August he announced a
grand review of all the troops under
his command. 1In accordance therewith
the forces were in position at an early
hour on the day appointed, and were
inspected by their new commander,
whose personal presence unmistakably
indicated active work.

Gen, Pope’'s appearance was com-
manding. Compaetly bullt, approach-
ing corpulency, his whole makeup in-
dicated vigor and vitality. Tenacity of
purpose, combined with decision and
combativeness, were discernible in every
feature of his bronzed visage, while an
ambitious expression was revealed in
the steady gleam of his dark, earnest
eyes. A graduate of West Point and a
veteran of the Mexican War, he had
been brevetted for gallant services at
Monterey and Buena Vista. He had

A MONTH OF BATTLES.

Pope’s Virginia Campaign—Splendid .Fighting on Both Sides and

at All Points.
By PHIL K. FAULK, Co. F, 1ith Pa.

known that the ubiquitous Stonewall
Jackson had already crossed the Rap-
idan, his advance having skirmished
with our cavalry. The lines were con-
tracting and surely approaching the
crisis of battle. In obedience to the or-
der alluded to, during the afterncen
of the 8th we left our camp and pro-
ceeded through Culpeper toward Pony
Mountain, in the vicinity of which we
bivouacked for the night.

Culpeper m' Vieinity.

Culpeper is beautifully located in ene
of the most fertile regions of northern
Virginia, though it lacked e of
thrift and enterprise. Cedar Mountain
is situated about eight miles southwest
of Culpeper. An isolated spur of the
Alleghenies, it rises like a lonely sentry
high above the adjacent fields and for-
ests, looming up in bold relief against
the leaden-hued sky of Winter or stand-
ing in somber colors amid the Summer
clouds that bathe its forest-crowned
summit.

But to return to our bivouac beyond
Culpeper. The full moon rose majes-
tically above the fading blue of the
eastern horizon, gilding the landscape
with a silver tint and glistening in mil-
lions of pearly dewdrops that hung
upon the dusty leaves and trampled
grass. The silence of night was only
broken by the steady tread of the sen-
tinel and the sonorous braying of mules.

The sun rose bright and clear on the
morning of the 9th. Our camps were
in momentary expectancy of active
work, and orders were received at an
early hour, and the long lines of infan-
try moved forward toward Cedar Moun-
tain. As we advanced the lingering
vapors of morning slowly dispersed,
disclosing the openings in the dark
foliage where the sunbeams penetrated
and flashed upon the enemy's bronzed
artillery.

Cedar Meountain.

Ricketts’'s Division was halted some
miles from Pony Mountain, while regi-
ment after regiment of Gen. Banks's
command hurried by to engage the vet-
erans of Stonewall Jackson, then push-
ing forward to the field. Their flags
bore the marks of Winchester, Luray,
Cross Keys and Port Republic, and had
followed the Mountain Devil, Jackson,
far up the Valley.

Late in the afternoon the dull boom
of artillery fell upon our expectant
ears. For two hours the roar of battle
rolled hack from the ensanguined
slopes of Cedar Mountain. Banks, with
8,000 men, was desperately fighting A.
P. Hill's Division, with Ewell’'s and
Winder's, of Jackson's Corps, consist-
ing of not less than 22,000 men. At
3:30 o’clock the rebel Gen. Winder was
killed, and the battle was terrific in
character, . Later in the day Banks's
lines began-to.give way, and our divi-
sion was ordered to the front. Hastily
Fdispensing with knapsacks, our leng
blue lines, marching by the right flank,
swept like a stormeloud upon the bleed-
ing fleld. As we reached the ridge in
front of the Confederate position the
entire field was revealed. Clouds of
dust and smoke obscured portions of it,
yet enough was seen to picture forth
vividly the horrors of war. Above the
roar of battle was heard the peculiar
rebel yell mingling with the wild,
hearty cheers of the Federals. The
wounded now appeared, begrimed with
dust and powder, slowly toiling toward
the rear. In many cases the wounds
were of frightful character. A short
time previous to our reaching the field
Gens. Pope and McDowell rode along
our advancing lines and were loudly
cheered. The brigade continued its ad-
vance along the inelined plane that
seemed fitly “‘the valley of the shadow
cf death” or the “mouth of hell.” In
the west the sun was sinking in golden
splendor behind the dim blue outline
of the distant Alleghenies, while in the
Crient the broad, round disk of the
full moon rose spectrally upon the dread
scene, her beams flashing like silver

upon the polished steel of thousands of

also rendered distinguished services in
the operations of the Western armies
in the Spring of 1862.

On the morning of Aug. 4 Rickefts's
Division struck tents at Waterloo, and
then began Pope's movement toward
Culpeper on the road to Gordonsville.
Passing through a region of natural
beauty and adorned with many stately
mansions, the division bivouacked after
the first day's march at the old South
Fork h, near Robertson's River.
This edifice had been erected in Colo-
nial days, and retained architectural
marks of that perlod. Toward evening
‘on, the "Gth” of August our tents awere
again-pltched near the town of Cul-
peper, Our march had been tollsome,
owing tq the intensely hot weather.
The Tth of August passed quietly,
but on the 8th an order was received

“SUDDENLY FROM THE EDGE OF A WOOD A WHITE PUFF OF
APPEARED."”

from headquarters directing the divi-

sion to advance immediately. It was

Quickly forming, our: _brlsqda swung
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bristling bayonets and bathing in a
sirange, weird light the ghostlike pano-
rama of battle,

Rickettn’s Division Under Fire.

From the masses of wounded pass-
ing to the rear, I heard the words:
“46th Pa, cut to pieces;” “10th Me. all
killed, wounded and captured;” *“Give
them hell, boys.” At once the drum
cerps of the 88th Pa., of Duryea's Bri-
gade, struck up the tune of “Dixie,” to
the music of _which our divisien
marched rapldly forward, until sudden-
ly in the bright moonlight our advance
received the fire 'of the Confederate ar-
tillery, their poised and shotted guns
bélching forth with deafening thunder
and telling effect.” The 'martial notes of
drum and fife suddenly ceased. Capt.
Shurtleff, of the 12th Mass., fell mor-
tally wounded by this murderous fire.

into position in column by division for
the support of artillery.

Suddenly the harsh whirr of wheels
was heard. Thompson's Pa. Hattery
was deploying into position on our left,
In a moment afterwards the black-
throated engines of death belched forth
their fiery wrath in sheeted flames. A
desultory fire was the only reply, and
in 20 minutes the Confederate advanced
battery was silenced amid the exulta-
tions of our victorious gunners. The
following morning the spot was marked
by the carcasses of 13 horses and the
dead bodies of 10 men. Gen. Hartsuff
at this crisis rode along our lines, say-
ing: “Men, when you become engaged
heep cool and fire low; be firm and
vbey orders.”

Again the cannonade opened from
fresh artillery in position on the sidea
of Cedar Mountain, but in the indis-
tinct light the range was finaccurate,
and the shot mostly passed overhead
back into the forest depths. Late in
the night the firing ceased altogether.

The dread vigils of night at last end-
ed. The dead lay where they fell, and
with glazed eyes and stony faces
formed a painful picture of terrible
war. Truly,

“The drying up a single tear has more
Of honest fame than shedding seas of
gore."”

During the night, after their repulse
|by Ricketts’s Division, the enemy fell
| back. An armistice was entered into,
and the Sabbath was passed in burying
the dead. In one spot the dead body
of a Union B&oldier was found in the
midst of the bodies of nine Confeder-
ates, All over the field were dead
horses, broken wagons, scattercd mus-
kets, prostrate fences, knapsacks,
blankets and cartridge-boxes. Our
losses in this battle were over 2,000
men, and that of the enemy nearly the
same,
The Next Day.

On the morning of the
August our forces advanced toward
Robertson’s River. On our left Cedar
Mountain loomed up grandly above the
ensanguined field. Standing there an
“everlasting hill,” it is a proud monu-
ment to the graves of the slain, and
the winds of heaven when they breathe
through its moaning pines will sing a
fiiting requiem to those who sleep in
dreamless beds bénecath its solemn
shadows.

On the 12th of August we arrived in
the vicinity of Mitchell’'s Station, near
the Rapidan. The Confederates were
in force on the =south bank of the river.
By the capture of the Adjutant-General
of Stuart's cavalry it was ascertained
that Lee was advancing in force against
Pope. While in this vicinity Gen. Car-
rell was dangerously wounded by one
of the enemy’'s sharpshooters.

On the 19th of August Gen. Pope had
decided to abandon the Rapidan for
the more defensible line of the Rappa-
hannock, and the retrograde march was
commenced on the morning of the 20th,
At 8 o'clock Culpeper was reached, but
there was no halt. At the depot a train
load of army supplies was burning to
prevent it falling into the hands of the
enemy. As the day advanced the heat
and dust became oppressive, but still
the line pressed on. In the afternoon
Gen. Hartsuff rode along the marching
lines, saying:

“Remeniber, men, you are in rapid
retreat, marching in the center of a
long column. The enemy are in hot
pursuit; therefore no one will be per-
mitted to leave the ranks.”

Night settled down upon the parched
earth, and yet there was no halt; but
on, on, over miles of dusty roadway,
the footsore and fatigued brigade con-
tinued its course.

Back Across the Rappahannock.

At 9 o'clock on the evening of the
20th the division crossed the Rappa-
hannock at Rappahannock Station, and
went into position on the north bank
near the railroad bridge. Here we lay
down to rest, each recumbent line in
the rear of its gunstacks. On the morn-
ing of the 21st great columns of dust
rising above the distant treetops dis-
closed the approach of a strong force
of the enemy.

The historian of the war passes brief=-
l7 over the events subsequent to the
battle of Cedar Mountain and prior to
the bloody engagements on the plains
of Manassas. The true history of the
war cannot be written. It sleeps in the
graves of the silent dead. Individual
deeds of daring and heroic exploits have
sunk into oblivion or been absorbed in
the more stupendous achievements of
an army.

“A thousand glorious
might claim
Triumphant laurels and immeortal fame,
Confused in clouds of glorious actions

lie,
And troops of heroes undistinguished
die.”

Smucker, in his History of the Re-
bellion, in relation to the fight of Rick=-
etis's Division at Rappahannock Sta-
tion on the 21st, 22d and 23d of August,
1862, merely says:

“One of the most signal repulses

which the rebels received was effected
by the troops of Ricketts's Division at
Rappahannock Station on Thursday,
Aug. 21, when they attempted to cross
the river near the railroad.”
This repulse was effected by Hart-
suff’s Brigade of Ricketts's Division.
Gen. Pope contemplated an attack upon
the Confederate rear near the Station
while their main force was moving up
toward our right. A large force had
been accordingly massad for this pur-
pose on the north bank of the river,
but in consequence of the flood rise in
the Rappahannock on the 23d, which
carried away some of the bridges, he
was obliged to abandon the project.

11th of

actions that

Confederate Movements,

About 10 o’clock of this morning (21st)
the movements of the enemy indicated
a demonstration upon vur lines oppo-
site the bridge. To counteract this our
brigade recrossed the river, and took
position on the ridge commanding the
approaches on the south bank. Our
regiment, the *“old 11th Pa.” under
command of Col. Dick Coulter, a vet-
eran of the Mexican War, was posted
vpon the most advanced eminence, with
orders from Gen. Hartsuff to hold and
defend it to the last. It was a tete du
ponte.

Once upon the ground, T realized the
fact that war neither respects time,
place or circumstances. The day of rest
may be a day of carnage, and the house
of God transferred into a hospital. So
here I was stumbling over the mould
and dust of the departed, sacrilegious
war desecrating the crumbling sepul-
chres of the dead; the cannon-shot
plowing up hallowed soil, and in its red
wrath striking down fresh victims upon
the greensward. The hill upon which
our lines rested was covered with tomb-
stones, gray with moss and age. Here
in the midst of a rustic cemetery bayo-
nets bristled, and the deep-throated
cannon were planted in readiness for
battle.

A Fierce Cannonade.

Suddenly, from the edge of a wood
possibly three-fourths of a mile distant,
a white puff of smoke appeared, quick-
ly followed by the red flashes of fire
and the demoniac shriek of shell. With
its explosion a number of men were
wounded. Another and another fol-
lowed In quick succession. The hill

(Continued on sixth page.!




